
 

S
G

P
 A

n
n

u
a

l 
R

e
p

o
rt

 2
0

1
0

 

1  

 

 

 
 
 
Presidentôs Report 
 
 
The 2009/2010 financial year has delivered great progress in Silvery gibbon conservation. For clarity, 
Silvery gibbons are also known as Javan gibbons and is name has now being adopted by 
Australasian Zoos. In revising SGPôs Business Plan it was most pleasing to note that we had largely 
remained on target and met many of the objectives. The 2010-2013 Business Plan outlines once 
again a very clear direction for the project and one that will ultimately assist to secure wild populations 
of gibbons. 
 
SGP committee took the opportunity this year to develop a new logo and launch a fresher more 
modern look for the organisation.  Thanks must go to Anders Alexander for his assistance with this 
work. 
 
The most exciting development of the year was the release of the first ever pair of Silvery gibbons 
back into the wild. Echi and Septa were released into Pattiwel forest, West Java, in October 2009, 
and continue to do well. This isolated patch of forest has provided an outstanding opportunity to 
monitor the pair closely. Further releases are planned in the near future. 
 
Another huge move forward this year has been the development of a Global Cooperative 
Management  Program (GCMP) for this species. This project, although independent from SGP, is an 
important step forward for the invaluable contribution of the wider zoo community to Silvery gibbon 
conservation. SGP has played a leading role in the development of the project, and facilitated 
important meetings to progress global efforts in Silvery gibbon conservation. A full description of the 
intent of the GCMP can be found on page 9. 
 
SGP continued to generate a reasonable level of income, and although a little short of target, our 
spending was also down for this year. The reason for this is that there are several large projects on 
the horizon that we plan to commit funds to. These projects are likely to require high-level funding but 
it will be important to have initial funding available from SGP to get them underway before leveraging 
additional funding. 
 
SGP is approaching the 2010/2011 financial year with greater structure in committee function. We 
believe this is an important development as the project plans to expand and improve productivity. 
 
A huge thanks as always must go to all of our members, donors and friends who have continued to 
provide support. We offer our appreciation on behalf of the gibbons. 
 
 
Clare Campbell 
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Project Objectives for 2009/10 
 
 
The Silvery Gibbon Project continues to provide funding and support for a range of conservation 
initiatives for the Endangered Silvery gibbon. 
 
The aim of the project is to:  
 

a. secure and protect the habitat of the Silvery gibbon in Java,  
 

b. re-establish the complete fauna of the areas through the reintroduction of Silvery gibbons 
(Hylobates moloch), 

 
c. provide education programs and facilities for the rehabilitation of ex-pet gibbons, and 

 
d.  improve the husbandry standards for all gibbons held in captivity throughout Indonesia 
 

SGP currently provides operational costs and construction of facilities as well as providing husbandry 
and veterinary assistance to the Javan Gibbon Centre (JGC), an Indonesian based gibbon 
rehabilitation centre in West Java. The JGC as of 1 July 2010 houses 27 gibbons; and successful 
breeding is anticipated in the near future. (NB. The first successful birth occurred in late July 2010) 

 
In October 2009, the first pair of Javan Gibbons was released into nearby Pattiwel forest. The pair 
continue to thrive. This has been a land-mark achievement in in-situ conservation. We are now at the 
beginning of an expanding program to reintroduce captive gibbons into their natural wild habitat ï 
something SGP has been working towards since its inception in 1992. JGC staff are exploring 
additional release sites for the next suitable pair of gibbons. The working partnership of the 
Indonesian Javan Gibbon Centre and the Perth based Silvery Gibbon Project is in full-swing ï if you 
forgive the pun.  
 
SGP have continued to provide funding for the Mobile Conservation Education Unit as well as 
Capacity Building initiatives, notably with the invaluable assistance of funding from Perth Zoo.   
 
The overall objectives highlighted for 2009/2010 were to ensure the long-term survival of the species 
through education programs, rehabilitation and release of ex-captive gibbons, and protection of 
habitat and wild populations with the implementation of successful Gibbon Patrol Units. This was to 
be achieved through the; 
 

i. Continual improvement of husbandry and veterinary standards at JGC and at 
Indonesian institutions housing gibbons,  

ii. Progress reintroduction of ex captive gibbons (including Perth Zoo gibbon), 
iii. Identify priority areas of habitat: containing; 

- wild populations requiring protection, and 
- habitat that has the potential to sustain a reintroduction program,  

iv. Develop and implement suitable habitat and wildlife protection strategies, and 
v. Implement effective education programs to reduce illegal pet trade and habitat 

degradation. 
 
 
SGP continued to provide funding to the Mobile Conservation Education Unit (MCEU) in Java. 
Conservation education is one of the key strategic elements applied by conservationists to increase 
community awareness, and in so doing gain support from stakeholders. Education is a significant 
long-term investment in enhancing public knowledge, and attracting people to become involved in ï at 
least support ï conservation efforts. It is one of the most crucial elements in the overall strategy to 
conserve the species.  
 
The over-arching goal of this program is to raise public awareness concerning the threats facing 
Javan gibbons and their habitat. The program consists of regular visitation by the MCEU to students 
and communities near the Javan gibbon habitat.  
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The local nickname given to the MCEU is ñMoli & Telsiò. Moli is the popularly known name for Silvery 
gibbons (a critical endangered species), and Telsi, the local name for the highly endangered Javan 
eagle-hawk (Spizetius bartelsi), which is also a mythical bird which is now used as the nationôs 
symbolic emblem ñGaruda Pancasilaò. Moli and Telsi were chosen as the programôs ñflagshipò for 
conducting the mobile conservation and education program, for their appeal to children. ñMoliò the 
Javan gibbon and ñTelsiò the Javan hawk-eagle are represented as characters to deliver the 
programôs conservation message. Apart from names that are easily recognized and remembered by 
children and local communities,  Moli and Telsi are also depicted through humorous, cartoon and 
friendly characters. 
 
The MCEU program consists of; 
 
1. Forest interpretation, 
2. Film showing about flora and faunas, 
3. Small mobile library,  
4. Discussion and interactive quiz on environmental issues, 
5. Conservation and education interactive games,  
6. Leaflets or booklets, and 
7. Conservation music. 

 
 
The objectives for 2009/2010 were also revised to incorporate some commitment to the development 
of the Global Cooperative Management Program.   
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Project Outcomes 2009/10  
 
 
In January 2010, SGP President, Clare Campbell attended a meeting with the Javan Gibbon 
Foundation, in Java; an organisation that supports conservation efforts for this species in Java.  
During the later months of 2009 discussions began with the Javan Gibbon Foundation (JGF) in 
regards to development of a Memorandum of Understanding with Silvery Gibbon Project. A more 
formal agreement was required due to the allocation of funding from WCA to SGP as well as the 
overall increase in SGPs financial contribution to the JGF.  
 
An additional purpose of the meeting was to discuss, in person, with JGF additional projects that SGP 
could consider supporting into the future. 
 
Outcomes of the meeting; 
 

¶ Finalisation and signing of an MOU between SGP and JGF. This MOU formalises our 
agreement to continue to provide support to Silvery gibbon conservation. We hope this may 
also indicate a greater level of security and accountability and encourage other 
donors/organisations to support SGP. 

¶ Clare Campbell  became a JGF board member 

¶ Preliminary discussions regarding the potential development of Wildlife Protection Units for 
gibbons in Java. It was agreed that the JGF would hold further discussions with National 
Parks and Ministry of Forestry staff to investigate the most suitable location. All members 
agreed on a goal of having one unit in operation by the end of 2010.   With our efforts to date 
being focused on the Javan Gibbon Centre and community based Education Units we are 
very keen to expand conservation efforts to include protection of wild populations and 
important gibbon habitat. 

 
 
Overall, the meeting went extremely well, and Clare was also able to make arrangements for Perth 
Zoo CEO and Curator to visit the centre and meet with JGF members to discuss further involvement 
in the project. This occurred in mid-February, again with successful outcomes.  
 

 
 
Whilst in Java for the meeting Clare took the opportunity to visit the Javan Gibbon Centre, and was 
fortunately also able to go to Pattiwel forest and check on the progress of the released pair, Echi and 
Septa. All reports to date indicate a successful release. 
 

Left: Silvery Gibbon Project President Clare 
Campbell signing the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Javan Gibbon 
Foundation President Pak Wayhudi. 
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Above:Clare with JGC Manager, Anton and Head Keeper, Mulya at the Pattiwel Station and 
Echi in Pattiwel 

 
 
 
In late September Vice President Karen Payne and committee member Holly Thompson travelled to 
Java on behalf of SGP to visit the JGC. The aims of this trip were to: 

a. Visit a number of institutions holding captive Javan Gibbons within Indonesia 
b. Perform x rays and health assessment of some the JGC gibbons 
c. Observe the gibbons at the Pattiwel site prior to their release 
d. Monitor the progress of the Javan Gibbon Centre 

 
Karen and Holly also had the opportunity to meet with Alain Compost , a French photographer and 
wildlife documentary maker based in Indonesia, who has created a series of wildlife documentaries on 
endangered Indonesian Wildlife. Alain accompanied them to the Javan Gibbon Centre and was able 
to take some photographs as well as movie footage of the gibbon centre and its x ray procedures 
within the veterinary clinic. He was also able to be there for the gibbon release on the 16th October 
and obtain video footage of this historic event.  
 

 
 
 
Karen and Holly visited a number of institutions holding captive groups of Silvery Gibbons including 
the Schmutzer Primate Centre, Bogor Primate Centre, Bandung Zoo and Taman Safari Indonesia. 
This was part of the outcomes of the Indonesian Gibbon Workshop held last February, with the hope 
of updating the International captive studbook for the species and helping to write a husbandry and 
care manual to optimize the care of those captive gibbons. While the standard of care of animals in 
general at some of the places was concerning, a number of places were obviously caring well for their 
Silvery gibbons. Standards are slowly improving. 

 
Right: Holly at JGC with keepers and 
Alain Compost 
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It is hoped that the visit will help to increase communication between the various institutions to work 
toward a common goal, and enhance the Global Cooperative Management Program for the species. 
 
During the visit Karen was able to arrange for the hire of an x ray machine from the Bogor University 
to provide the opportunity to obtain radiographs from a number of the gibbons. While x rays are a 
routine diagnostic test in small animal medicine here, at the Javan Gibbon Centre this is the first time 
since the centre opened in 2002 that we have been able to perform these tests. The procedure 
required not only the hire of a portable x ray machine, but also the set up of a temporary darkroom to 
develop the pictures. With our makeshift darkroom in place, we were able to radiograph three of the 
gibbons. Nakula, to assess the extent of his spinal changes; Sasa, to assess her chest for any bone 
abnormalities; and Nuk, to assess her chest. 
 
The x rays revealed both Nuk and Sasa to be normal, with no signs of pathology. Nakulaôs x rays 
demonstrated the severe spinal deformity we already knew existed but showed no active changes to 
indicate ongoing disease. The changes seen are likely the result of changes early on in his life, 
probably due to poor diet and lack of sunlight. They indicate that although he has quite dramatic 
curves in his spine, they appear to be stable. The x rays taken during this visit will also act as a 
baseline for us to compare to in the future if his condition should worsen. 
 
 

 

          
 
 
        
Above: Nakula, procedure and x rays. 
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Karen and Holly were also able to inspect the Pattiwel release site where a pair of 
gibbons, Echi and Septa, had been staying since mid August. The pair were moved to the Javan 
Gibbon Centre in mid-2008 after previously residing at the Cikananga Rescue centre for almost 5 
years. 
 

 
 
 
Above: Soft release enclosure at Pattiwel Forest. 

 
Preparation of the release site was funded by SGP, including the construction of paths, facilities and 
the soft release enclosure.  Much effort was also put into educating the local people about the release 
to ensure the gibbons and the forest remain protected.  
 
Unfortunately the JGC was hit by a severe storm in March 2010. There was some damage to an 
enclosure and some of the facilities; however, these have all been repaired at minimal cost. 
 
Overall, the Javan Gibbon Centre continues to progress well, with 27 gibbons now residing at the 
centre. Most of the gibbons are now housed in pairs.  
 
 

The Mobile Conservation Education Unit 
(MCEU), using the Javan Gibbon and Javan 
Hawk Eagle as flagship species (Moli and Telsi), 
has been operating since 2003. Its premise is to 
work on a conservation education program that 
moves from school to school or from village to 
village. To date, the MCEU has worked with 
20,000 school students from elementary 
schools, junior and senior high schools. More 
than 200 schools and 30 villages have been 
visited by this mobile education unit. 

 

 

    

Above and Left: Children participating in Conservation 
Education classes. 

 
The impacts of this program have been positive 
with delivery of pet gibbons to the JGC, and 
continued participation in the reforestation program 
and in assisting the conservation education 
program. Some of the villages, with up to 300 
families, have received a clean water supply. This 
has become an example of the need to conserve 
the forest. 
 


